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Case Sl

AIRBORNE

GLIDER-BORNE TRACTOR
MADE ITS MARK
IN WORLD WAR Il BATTLES

By Leskie T, Mchiants

certain irony existed during
world War 11,

industry shifted its energies from

when Amerncan

production of durable goods to
wartime materiel. In the mid-1940s,
the American farmer couldn’t get a
new tractor for love or money — but
the Army could, and did. J.1. Case
was among several manutacturers that
built tractors for wartime use, converting
its popular Model SC into the Case sl
Airborne tractor.

The Case 51, equipped with 3 Hough loader built by Frank
. Hough Co., Libertyville, T, was one of several pleces of
construction equipment developed for transpord by WACO
CG-44 pliders and cargo plancs (her pleces included a
Clarkalt CA-1 bulldozer developed by Clark Eguipmetst
Co., Michigan; a scraper built by LaPiant-Choate, Cedar
Haplids, Towa; and an 11-5 towed grader manufactured v
{ [, Adams & Co., [ndianapnoiis (e four units (and similar
pleces) were used Lo maintaln and repair alrcrall runways
and perform oiher Consiruciiodg [obs in baktle pones.

Thewe units are highly prized collectibles today, partly
because they were produced in small numbers and part
ly because very few ol them returned home after the war
crided. *Probably 99 percent of the material manufactuned
for the war effort never made it back to the L.5.," says Ken
Cerma, Indianapolis. "It was wypically abandoned or just
given to our allies as part of the redevelopment elforh altcr
the war.”

I Ken sounds well versed In the World War 11 alrborne
equipment, it's because he 15, He owns examples of the Tous
pieces of airbamme construction equipment listed above.
Each of his four restored pleces 1 historic, but the Case 13
clearly at the head of the pac k

"It i5 very unigue,” Ken admits “Very few of these were
made with a front loader, From my eXperence in military
vehicle preservation clecles, | only know of ore other with
a Hough loader. The other tractors were used to pull thi
sCraper or grader.”
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The Case 5L, a
lparvier yorsiin
af the popular
Case 5C, wad
designed to
fit into WALD
gliders disring
wiarkd War Il

A working loader traclor

Ken tracked down his 1943 81 in Montana. The previous
mwner had bought [t from a neasrby U .S, Alr Force base, "He
didnt know what he had,” Ko says, “Hie boghh it to use.”
The nearly complete tractor probably neves siw battle. 1
tericl to think it never made it overseas,” b says

The S1 (Ken's is serial no. 4801986 31} appears (o have becn
produced from about 1942 1o about 1948, Produchion esti-
mates vary; Ken' best guess is that lewer {hvam 000 were brallh
The tractor measures 9 feet, 11 inches long and 59 inches
wide, It weighs 3,188 ol werdl under the 4 (U i
cap for glider-transported equipment

[he 51 was restored by Dan Peterman, Webshber City, lowa
When Dan got [t the fracior ran and the sheet metal was
in excellent shape, bul the loader was incperable, Replace-
manl parts caime Frowm il psifls Bractor Een found in Kansas
swechanically, the tractor was in pretty decent shape,” Dan
savs. *It hau a cracked block and it just needed a lot of TLE
The Ioader was in pretty bad shape, vl we had the ballast
hox fabricated from orginal blueprints.”

Unique design considerations

A knock-off of the Case 5C, the 51 was downsized for glider
L sport ssliders were nof very big, 50 U5 mradde the 5l
parrower, smaller and lighter,” Dan says “Ihe 51 hat dit-
ferenit enders and a ditferent foont end amid rear end.” The
rractor has hydraulics, but the Loadker 1s raised and lowered
with cables
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Fl._lirlw Thie resbore Cass

CASE S| AIRBORNE BY THE NUMBERS
LENGTH: 9 feet, 11 inches

WIDTH: 59 inches

HEIGHT TO TOP OF 56 inches
STEERING WHEEL:

WHEELBASE: 36 inches
TURNING RADIUS: 11-1/2 teet

OPERATING WEIGHT 3,188 pounds
WITH FLUIDS:

Tag:! '||r‘ ||I

ol cwner Ken Cerra

Fthh'r Ihe Case 51
Was ol "I1|L-|.‘|- i Il|“




GLIDERS PLAYED VITAL ROLE IN
WORLD WAR Il BATTLEFIELD LOGISTICS

Editor's note: The 900th Arborne Engeneer Aiation Company made mare 1andings
thiayy avmy cther giider-tome uni in World War 11, The following excerpl dpscribes work
made possitae by 3 glider aperation im Burma on [fe might of March 5, 1944, when mong
than 30 glders carmying [FOGOs. pack animals, equipmant and consiruction equipment
fanded in # fundle cleaning. The gmount of wonk-dong i 2 Vevy ehort e i & hoshile en-
wirpmment is almasd incomprahansitde: Within 24 hours, irbdrme engineers prapared &
fanding strip measuring 300 by 5 0K feat, custor-gesigned for use by gliders and C-47
froop carriers, The repart i authared by Maj. Mark P Farkad LS, Army Resefve.

The LIS, Army Corps of Englneers anCth Arbarne Enginesr Aviation Company, 8-
tached to @ .5, Army Alrcorps Alf Commando Group, was formed o proide 3 Toree
that could be delivered by glider o transpoel plane and was capabka gl bullghing or
fRpairing arEnps

From an account by 2nd L1, Robert . Brackett: “At D800 hours 100 March &, after
tandings tate an March S wihibe Col. Aftison and | were on reconnalstance, Frading
was begun in the general direction af the 1fight strip. ‘When the direction hid been
deterrnined, we ran a bass line with the jeap and grader the |engin af the field, mEsang
as many buffalo-wallows as passible, AL ths Lme there was one grader, ang gep, bwo
hulldorers and & carry-all in pperation. The ghoer CATYINg the third dozer was damaged,
bt parts salvaged from the Fenarthy doper {which hisd gore through the trees amd turmied
auer an 1i5 hack) ware uirlined, AL 1000 hours: Lod, Albisan informed us that Hght planés
wiold arrve moonRe hour - redoubling cur eliorts, fha [ighl planss waie abie to-land on 4
runway 2,000 feet by 300 feet &t 1100 hours! Duting this parind Britwsh woops haipad
to lgyel the prass and ground with bsyomiiets. and kukei kmes, aned ihe Royal Engineers)
biew up 3 trea standing in the middle of the heid

wige eoatinued an the other # 400 fest of runwary. making it 150 feat wide b ansLee
suffhcient area for landings tht night, Tha maih joby consisted of filling in the log ruts
aused by elephants fauling logs 1o tne Fiver in the wel ssason. Now hard as long, same
16 inches deep and 2 Lo 4 fadt widle, they accounled for much of the damage to the
glichers on the presious night. Grading was kept 108 mminimiufn, 1o keep as much grass a3
pamaible on e ruray, kg oft anly those dikes ovet 3 inches nigh. Al 1910 hours Lhe
first framsport fanded. The pext mOMIAE WS continued woek on the strip and unloading
area, By thal avening wo had a 2,400-1oct by 300-foct runway and un jading areas i
alght plaves on both sides of the nunway.”

At first light Cpl, Walter J. HyGamges was yp on.a deper pulling Iogs and wrecked
gliders oft the fanding Tone and starting on the piestrip. Sgb William W. Gelder and
Ple. Paul F. Johrson worked 10 repar the vhird dazer. Brackett didn't want 1o disturty
the clay soil of the landing xon 0 b claaead @ minimum of the elephant grass, made
a e cuts and fitled the ruts 1a \evel the airstrip. He soan had &n airsinp &, 000 fest
fong and 300 fest wide.

(i the night of March &, 53 C-47s landad on-an srstnp with & fully 1@t runway and
yeraver radia. The fiy-mof the 77th and hatt of the 111th Brigades cantinued untit Warth
| 1. The Chindits smmeadiately moved aub on mistons 10 ttack the Japanese. The T7h
frigade moved coithwast toward Mawla and axtabiished the White Ciy roadbiock. The
111th Brigade marched farthes weet 10 Pinlebu and sventuslly north 10 establish e
Riscknoal roadblock.” -From Glider Do Enginwers during Operation Thussday by Maj.
NMark . Zatsoff, online at v burmmastar.org. uk/$00th, engincers. kil
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This 1945 BSA W-h 20 mikitary
motorcych makes a iihing COMm pdnan
siece for the Case Si at Heartland Acres
Agribition Cenled Oy boan from tha
Mational Motoroyche Museum, Anamaosa,
|ohwa, the single-cylimder d-siroke, d96-
ce engine was raled 13 hp ol 4, 200 rpm

lo boast the tractoes stability, a kaal-
(ast box was sdded under the GRS
seat. = IF thev wen golng boust the boad-
et 1o plck up heavy materials, they"d fill
e box with samid OF ock to balencd
ot e welght,” Ken explains, “When
they didnt necd thie hallast, it could be
released through a Erap-door

Losopes o each aule were used W Se-
cure the tractor during fight. [ cases
where Ianding was impossible of m-
practical, a parachute Was (OO ted
10 the loops and the bractor conald . b
airdropped

Information on colors, stencils and
othyer detalls were [roy pled through
the Kilitary Velicle Preservalion As-
sociation (MVPA) and a January 14944
war Department Technical hianual
sThat manual ks ahouwt an inch thick,”
Ken says, “and has pretty well every:
thing you'd want to know abs il thas
tractod.”

Other military vehicles

Although Ken's primary interest i3
antigue arcade games he has exten
sive pxperience with military velicles
Mhree vears ago he pestoned @ pals of
rarie Willvx jecps dating o 1941

“The first jeeps made had shat-front
prifles,” he says =When the LS. en-
rared] World War I and Willys and Ford
geared up for mass production, the
slat-fronit was 00 exXpensie S they
came oul with a stamiped grille.”

His next project will be pestoration
of a very rare World War Ul 2-1.72-t0m
truck. “During the war years i ey
callsd it a ‘devce-and-a hali," T says,
Aithough more than 570U &1
pol truscks were prouced for the wal
offort, only a small mumbi perliaps
000 = were produced as *air portable
models — and that 1s the me wiel Ken has
his ey o

apack then, there was no pHane kg
enough to hold an intact rruck. Air
|'-;|I|;.'I||'l|l.' frucks were |l|"-.i_|,'_lll.x| to be
disassembled 1o four sections,” ken
explains, “cab, rear end, and body In
two picces. Then it was small enough
1o load into cargo planes. The com
WATETS '.l|.-I|J'|I.!E Nk '|-||'I'|-'i'r'| ey a PETTIo
airficid where LS, troops removed the
sections and bolted them together o
create a functional 2-1/2 ton TR k"
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World War | exhibit

Keas imterest im military vehicles
extendy pack o Wordd War 1. For thee
012 sV PA convention, he put togeth
er a display that Included two original

Fiwr meore Informmation:

Ken Cerrg. 1030 Tenacious Dr. In-
I Sadia; 200 NW T Hith
Ave,, Dapla, FIL 34482: (7312) 915-2183;
eenadl; Blueblugfoys@ool com

il rrarpenliy

Ihin Petermn,
afir e, 1A

G5-vwear-old gun and ammunition carts
mkde Oof wond A SOEE ||I]'

Bt o

fured Im an archival phobo, DS aispls CTIN; PRl rEs DEwWTL
inclided an original World Year | Eng-
lish Vickers watercooled machlne gun Lsrne o

fior the pun cart and an orlginal World

War | ammurribon box for the am Aders,  lenin F
mianithon cart. He obfamed & palr of  daffadion i)
full-size molded plastic mules palnted  Aonp, 194145

in authentic colors and outfitted them
with oEllnal leather mitary  larmess
true to the era - as well as with orgi-
nal gas misks r'||"'i'.'.'l.' OF those used on
hofses and mules duning Wosld YWar |
"It was a complerely orginal dis-
play,” he savs, "extraordinarily difficult
to fnd and source.” Bul that Kind of
thing is right down kem's aliey, 1 get
kind of bared doing the same thing, ™
he savs. "1 [ike the rare and unbgue; |
enjoy the thrill of the hunt. T lke &
rescanchn I‘w-l'II'IIIIi'Ill'I'.:, Very uarigue i
learn s much as possible, Then | can
design and -.I-.-\--I|-|'- ait exhdlut that
communicates that information.” H

Museum displays include
airborne units and more

[T you ward o cloge ook al Ken Cora’s collection of airborne
construction squipment, you'll heve to plan @ road frip: The
pieces afe spread among Three museums in two stales.

Tha Casa 51 occupres canler sltagn al Uha Headland Acres
Agritiition Center in Indapendance, Iova, Located oh 16 aches,
the musewm showcases agriculture - past; present and fufure -
andd traditional roral Iife. Housad in @ baldang Thal ghves a nod 1o
the barm of yesteryear, the musetm & a state-of-the-art facility
Bvery il as sophisicated ps many mang orbaEn mussems

Hore you'|l find stars of the antique tractor world ke 3 John
Uaere Waterios Boy tractor and a Minneapobs-Maoline LOLX. Lo
cated just & short strofl away are a machine shad packed with
antigue fractors and vinlage spns and a L&hiully reslored and
furnished one-raam schoolhouss

WAW FARMCOLLECTOR.COM
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MMy Iy B edltor of
Farm Collector anud the daugfiter of
Chretriclier
Lrmporegd DAnvesnme, O

Right: The Case 3,
oetone nestoration
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Above: Tt

restoration

e Case 51 Lorm down for

iy o 7,0
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Peterman

At Heartland Aches Agribition Center, il net all anligue farm
relics. Muscle cars share space with the earfest examples of
automabiles, including a 1905 Cadsllac,

Heardand Acres alsos offers more than 30 hands-on activibies,
& “Hall of Time" illustrating a period from the 1830s o the
prazant, & fime cotleclion of restored antigue cers and Irbcks,
and live farm animaks. Thay'we even found & spol for Big Bud
16Y-F47, billed as “the world's largest farm ractor.™

The Clarkanr bulldpzer and LaPlant-Choale scrapsr arg on
Iman to the Heartland Misaum in Clarkon, lows: the restored
Adams grader 5 on loan to the Historicel Military, Armor Mu-
seurrs, Andesson, Ieed. AL Tour peeces ane expecied o ba on
display through much of 2013, byl visilors Showld call ahead
to verify dates and hours, —Laslie C. McManus

For Frore irirTnaninn: la . L

Hearttand Aores T \
Agtibition Cenfer, ! ]
.?g{l'{‘-' Swan Lake Blvd, e TR =z |
Indepandence, (A SOG4, 1 Hirars "
(319 3320125 prnaily info@eortiomd . e
acreiuta,com; wwiw hrartfondacreinio - ] o
Com I £

-Hpartland Museurm, [ IS 9ih SE, Clarion
1A S0525; phome 5151 602-60000;
W hieartiandMerirum, org

-tHestarica! Millgery Armor Museum, 2330 Crystal 5i
Andersan, [N 48012 phoang (FR5] 6428265
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